We conducted a large nationwide postal survey to estimate the prevalence of chronic pain with or without neuropathic characteristics in the French general population. A questionnaire aimed at identifying chronic pain (defined as daily pain for at least 3 months), evaluating its intensity, duration and body locations, was sent to a representative sample of 30,155 subjects. The DN4 questionnaire was used to identify neuropathic characteristics. Of the questionnaires, 24,497 (81.2%) were returned and 23,712 (96.8%) could be assessed. Seven thousand five hundred and twenty-two respondents reported chronic pain (prevalence = 31.7%; [95%CI: 31.1-32.3]) and 4709 said the pain intensity was moderate to severe (prevalence = 19.9%;). Neuropathic characteristics were reported by 1631 respondents with chronic pain (prevalence = 6.9%; [95%CI: 6.6-7.2]), which was moderate to severe in 1209 (prevalence = 5.1% [95%CI: 4.8-5.4]). A higher prevalence of chronic pain with neuropathic characteristics was associated with middle age (50-64 years), manual professions and those living in rural areas. It was more frequently located in the lower limbs and its intensity and duration were higher in comparison with chronic pain without neuropathic characteristics. This large national population-based study indicates that a significant proportion of chronic pain patients report neuropathic characteristics. We identified distinctive sociodemographic profile and clinical features indicating that chronic pain with neuropathic characteristics is a specific health problem. Ó
Introduction
Neuropathic pain is caused by a lesion or dysfunction of the peripheral or central nervous system (Merskey and Bogduk, 1994) . It is generally chronic and disabling, and is among the most challenging to treat (Dworkin et al., 2003; Finnerup et al., 2005; Attal et al., 2006) . This may be related to the specificities of its pathophysiological mechanisms (Woolf and Mannion, 1999; Baron, 2006) , but also to its being underestimated, particularly in patients having no definite neurological condition (Harden and Cohen, 2003) . There have been considerable advances in the understanding of neuropathic pain syndromes over the last decade (Jensen 
